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The great and tender Concern of faithful > 
Minifters for the Souls of their People, 
Joould powerfully excite them alfo, to 


| dabour after their own Salvation. 
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SERMON, 

| Preached at Dansury, September roth, 1770, 
At th ORDINATION. 
| : 
| Or tHe REVEREND 


EBENEZER BALDWIN. 
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. By true RtviEreEnvd aS 
NAPHTALY sae ee TT, 


Presipent or Yate-Cortecz, 1n New-Haven, 
AND PRoFEssor OF DIVINITY IN THE SAME. 


ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you ; our heart is 
enlarged.——— Now for a Recompence in the fame (I /peak 
as usto my Children) be ye alfo enlarged. 2 Cor, vi.11—13. | 
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GALATIANS IV. 19. 


My lisele Children, of whom I travail in 
Birth again, until Chrift be formed in 
you. : 


IAF UCH folemnities, as this before us, being fo 
>} frequent among us, and the fubjeéts fuirable to 
% S » eee ae? gears 2 Eads 
nifters, having been fo fully exhaufted, you 
Fess will not expect any thing new from meon 
the prefent occafion. I fhal! enly endeavour to fuggeft 
a few plain thoughts, which may ferve for the quicken- 
ing both of minifters and peeple in the great duties of 
religion, as the words now read _ will naturally lead us 
tothem. In orderto the underftanding of which, I 
may briefly obferve, that the Apoftle Paul had been the 
principal inftrument in fpreading and planting the Chrif= 
tian Religion in Galatia, and the adjacent parts ot Afia 
Minor. He had there collected and formed many flou- 
rifhing churches, which made a promifing appearance at 
firft: they ran well ; as the -apoftle himfelf teftifies of 
them, chap. v. ver. 7. Butin his abfence there had crept 
in fome falfe teachers, who meanly endeavoured to fink 
his charaéter, and deftroy his influence with thefe con- 
verts to chriftianity; and to draw them afide trom the 
purity of the gofpel. And in this they were nora lite 
duccefstul. tie “ae 
) This was the fpecial oceafion of Paul’s writing this: 
xcellent and animated epiftle to the Galatians, on defignm 
‘to recover them from thofe errors and declenfioms, inte 
Which they had fallen, and to eftablifh their minds in 
‘tds ore Be ee oe sie 
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the truth, as it is in Jefus. Is the profeeution of which, 
he doth in a clear and mafterly manaer affert and prove 
the great dottrine of our juftification by faith alone, in 
the Righteouinefs of Jefus Chrift, and ftrenuoufly main- 
tains the freedom of chriftians from the obligation of the. 
ceremonial Law: the contrary to which appear to have 
been thetwo leading errors, into which the Galatian 
churches had been feduced. Like a wife and faithful 
mafter- builder in the houfe of Gep, he ufes a variety of 
arguments and motives to inforce his inftruétions and 
exhortations. He judicioufly applies himfelf to the fe- 
veral {prings of aétion in human nature ; —commiends 
them for their good beginning in religion ,—mixes ten- 
dernefs and commendation with juft feverity and necef- 
fary feproof. He reminds them of their former love and 
affectionate regard to him ; and, notwithftanding the 
great abatement or lofs of it he ftill expreffes the tender- » 
eft cencern for them, that he might by all poffible means 
* win vponthem, and influence them to faving purpofe. 
His parental tendernefs and affectionate concern for them, 
are very beautifully and emphatically exprefied in the 

text. esis 
The appellation, whereby he addreffes them, is very 
tenderly affectionate and endearing, My little children ; 
which may alfo at the fame time carry init a latent re- 
proof, in as much as they had fhewed themfelves to be 
but children in underftanding, having been fo eafily tof- 
fed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of 
doétrine, by the fleight of men, and their cunning crafti- 
nefs, whereby they lay.in wait to deceive. He farther 
manifefts his affeétion for them, and the exceeding great- 
nefs of the coneerr their cafe gave him, by a very live- 
ly metaphor taken from the pains of a travailing wo- 
man,—of whom I travail in birth again. _ He had prac- 
tifed all the fubftantial kindnefs of a father towards 
chem; as he was indeed their fpiritual father, having be- 
gotten 
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"gotten them thro’ the gofpel of Chrift : and now he lets 
th 1 know, that he had even all the delicate tendernefs 
of a mother for them ; that their fpiritwal intereft was ve- 
ear and dear to him ; fo that the anxious concern of 
heart for their falvation might be juftly compared 
_ even with the diftrefling pangs of a woman, when tra- 
-Vailing in birth with her children. A mot forcible fi- 


gure to exprefs at once both. the tendernefs and greatnefs 
of his folicicude for them. - As 


ful regard to the truths he was urging wpen them, as 
children ought toliften with very dutiful attention to 
the wife and kind inftruétions of her that bare therm. 
We cannot well conceive an affectionate mother able to 
fall into a more pathetic and moving ftrain of difceurfe, 
while cotinfelling her children, than to remind them of 
the accute, diftreffing pangs their exiftence had occafi- 
- ened her, when pote them inte the world, and of 
_ the inexpreffible care an tendernefs, wherewith the had 
_hourithed their helplefs infancy. The apoftle in the 
text makes ufe of the fame powerful and irrefiftible era- 
‘tory, in his addrefs to the Galatians, and even with ad- 
ditional force and advantage. No mother could ever 
urge by way of motive with her children, that fhe had 
-ever endured (inci aX in bearing them mote thaa 
ence. But the apoftle here afferts, that he travailed im 
irth again for them. By this ke reminds’ them of the 
mer travail of his foul for them, when he was inftru- 
tal of their eonverfion to Chriftianity, and rejoyced: 
he hope of their being favingly born of God. 

But their after conduct, as is very often the cafe, gave 
juft occafion to be afraid concerning them, that he 
beftowed upon them labour in vain, ver. 11 ; for 
ich reafon his concern and diftrefs for them were re- 
ed again. : 


well fuited to teach them their ob igations ‘ pay a care- 


hd at the fame time this metaphorical expreffion was 
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> The great object of his eoncern relative to them was 
this, that Chrift might be formed in them: i. e. that hisimage 
: might be fermed upon their feuls by a real, {piritual re- 
generation, and that they would clearly evidence the 
fame, by adhering to, obeying and walking in the truth; 

and by growing in grace, until they fhould arrive to the 

full meafure of the ftature of perfeét men in Chrift. 

he, Or in general, it was nothing lefs than the -everlafting — 
intereft and falvation of their fouls, for which he had fuch ~ 

a tender and affecting concern. ; 

Now as he herein acted agreeable to the character of | 
\ a faithful minifter of the gofpel, and thus expreffes him- 
felf, not with a defiga to difplay his own goodnefs; but 
to move them to alike care and concern about their own | 
falvation, the words jufily afferd us this obfervation, viz. | 
Doctrine. That the great and tender concern, which mi- 
ah, nifers of the gofpel ought to have, and manifeft for the fouls of — 
their people, Ibould powerfully excite them allo to labour after 
: thear-own falvation. “a 
The connexion and defign of the text, as well as the” 
reafon of things, fully warrants, and fupports the truth of 
E this doctrine : And as it carries in it inftruétion both 
to minifters and people, it will be no unfuitable> fubject @ 
of difcourfe on fuch an oceafion as this. I fall. there- 
fore cenfider it in both thefe views.——By fhewing that 
gofpel minifters ought to have an exceeding great andJ 
tender concern for the fouls of their people; and fuitably | 

- exprefs the fame :—and that this fhould be a pewerfal 
“motive with a people to labour after their own falvation. J 
/_ J. Minifters of the gofpel ought to have, and exprefs | 

. a very great aad tender concern fer the fouls of their: 
7 people. This was confpicuous in the apoftle Paul te an. 
§ / eminent degree, and the other apoltles alfo. This was 
| clearly evidenced, notionly by their, words, but actions; | 
intheirexemplary felf-denial, and unwearied labours for | 

\ the falvation of the fouls of men, The whole world} 
oe wast 
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upon them : and a préffing folicitude for their immortal 
intereft carriedthem with chearfulnefs thro’ all parts of the 
world, and made them indefatigable in the fervice of 
their fouls 3 ; altho’ they ha4d to encounter with poverty, 
reproach, all kinds of fuffering, and even death itfelf ia 


work ef the miniftry, is a ftriking evidence of their great 
concern for the fouls committed to their care. ~Agreable 
to which the fame is very forcibly exprefled in various 
déclarations of theirs, which are left on facréd record. 

Without ceafing, Imake mention of you always i in my prayers >-- 
. L long to fee you, that I may impart unto you fome Jpiritual 
gift, to the endyou may be efablifbed. Rom. i. 9. and 11. 
Tho I be free from all men, yet have 1 made my felf @ fervant 
unto all, that I might gain the more, 1 Cor. ix. 19. And 
to the fame purpofe in many other places: I pleafe all 
men in all things, not feeking mine own profit, but the profit 
of many, that they may be faved.—I will not be burdenfome to 
you; for I fecknot yours, but you :--- dad I will very gladly 
Spend, and be fpent for you ; tho” the mare abundantly I love 


yous the lefs I am beloved.-»-God ts my record, how greatly IT 


long after you all, in the bowels of Fefus Chrift. Yea, and if 
I be offered upon the Sacrifice and fervice of yeur faith, I joy 
and rejeice wit you all. We were gentle among you, even asa 


nurfe cherifbeth ber chiidren : fo being affeftionately defirous of — 


you, We were willing to bave imparted unto you, not the ga/pel 
of God only, but alfe our own fouls, becanfe ye were dear unto 
us.~-- Brethren, my heart's defire, and prayer to God for . 
is, that they might be faved. Aad how very forcibly doth. 
he exprefs himfelf upon this fubject, Rom ix. a, 2, a 
L fay the trath in Chri, I lie not, my confeience ale bearing me 
witne/s in the Holy Ghoft, t that Ihave great beavinefs, and 
continual forrow in my heart: for 1 could wif that my/elf were 


accurfed from cont; LAs my brethren, my kinfmen according to ih) 
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wae theit charge, and the care of all the Brtrchés came _ 


‘this their work. Their extraordinary diligence in the . 


(10°) 
Thefe expreffions, together with actions correfpondent 


thereto, are plainly evidential of the apoftle’s great eon- 
cern for the falvation of the fouls of men. And herein 


~ he was an example highly werthy the imitation of all his. 
fuccefiors in the work of the miniftry: Wich reference 


to which he may bejuftly confidered, as faying to all gof- 
pel. minifters, Be ye followers of me, even as. I -alfe am of 
Chrif,. who hath expreffed the greateft concern: fer the 
fouls of mea, even by — down his. ae a ranfom for 
them. 

And that all sofpel mminifters ought to be thus affecti- 
onately folicicous for the fouls of their people, is indeed 
too evident to need any proof : However, to imprefs 
our minds with a fenle ef our duty, and quicken us ‘to 
the difcharge of the fame, ic may not be amifs to fuggeft 

a few plain confiderations, which fhow the reafonable- 
et and neceffity of this concern, as 


- ¥« Their falvation is evidently a matter of high im-) | 


portance. - The everlafting intereft and welfare of a ra- 
tional ereature is certainly a thing of very great momepr. 


The foul ofthe meaneft and loweft of the human race is— 


of more worth, than all the riches, honours and king- | 
doms of this world; Angels view it in this light, as a — 
matter highly deferving the utmoft regard of all who can — 


gladly enlift in this high and important fervice, and be- 
come miniftring fpirits to the heirs of falvation. And 


‘be employed in the fervice-ot fouls. ‘They therefore 


what indeed can any ways compare with it for impor- — 


tance, if we confider either-the unfpeakable excellency 


of falvation in itfelf, or the dreadfulnefs. of that mifery, — 


from which it is a deliversiiee? ? Erernal happinefs, and 


endlefs mifery are words of the moft folemn import: — 
The falvation of a rational foul is an intereft too greatfor 


any finite mind to entertain a.juft conception of it. Thus 


would every one efteem concerning his own falvation, 


qs he ip jay. realize what it is, and duly cenfider bis | 


own 


own true intereft. Certainly ‘a matter ofthis weight and 
confequence claims the deepeft concern of all who are 
any way interefted therein, as minifters of the gofpel are. 
2, Our having fuch a great eoncern for the fouls of 


men, isan imitation of God andChrift. es 
Ged himfelé hath manifefted the greateft tendernefs 
and concern in this affair. Even in the:early days of e- 
ternity he formed the plan and defign’ of finner’s falva- 
tion, and-entered into a council or covenant of grace and 
» peace relative thereto, whieh, in the fulnefs of ‘time, he 
- earried into execution, by fending kis own dear Sen to 
| .accomplith their redemption, to fave them from fin, aad 
| all the fatal confequences of it. And what has not our 
- bleffed Redeemer done for the fame end ?> More he could 
net have done: for he hath given himfelf, and laid down 
his precious life a ranfome for them. He had fucha 
| deep and-prefling concern for our falvation, that he 
thought nothing teo much to be done for it, tho’ he was 
| infinitely above us, and under no fort of obligation to 
| us, but what refulted from the boundlefs benevolenee of 
his heart. And this fame mind thould certainly be in 
 minifters, which was fo eminently difcovered te be in 
| Chrift Jefus, when he came to. minifter, and fave the : 
| fouls of men. The great concern, which the ever:blef- 
fed Deity hath manifefted. for the falvation of finners, 
- fhou!d excite much of the fame in minifters-of the gof- 
| pel, ifthey would in any meafure maintain their charac- 
} ter, as workers together with God, iff this grand affair, ~~~ 
+3. God hath appointed minifters of the gofpel to this - 
wery purpofe, to be concerned for, and take care of the - 
falvation of their people. ~ co ; 
Their:character, as watchmeng-fhepherds, bifhops and 
ftewards in the houfe of God, clearly indicates this. They 
“are appointed to watch for fouls, as thofe that muft give 
account of them, and to-endeavour their falvation, by 
ng them from darknefs tq light, and from the power 
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of fatan unto God, Certainly they are ftrongly bound 
to carefulnefs about that, to which Ged ‘hath purpofely 
appointed, and as it were appropriated them. He hath 
committed the fouls of their people to their charge ; they 
are intrufted with their falvation. It muft therefore be 


theic duty to-carefor them, God knows, and we all kuow, 
_ how. exceeding carelefs people are about their own fouls ; 


for which reafon they need the:-care of others about them. 


_Aand this being the cafe, God hath by a pofitive inftitu- | 


tion appointed minifters to have the {pecial care of their | 

fouls, . It muft thep be highly criminal in them, not to — 
care about the falvation of the fouls committed to their — 
charge, when this is the fpecialend of their appointment, 


and their charge is fo vaftly great and important. 


4. This is the {pecial way and- manner, in which they, 
-are co advance the glory of God in the world. 
. It is the duty of all men in the prefent ftate, to glori- 
4y God, by promoting their own falvation, and that of 
ethers. But then this is eminently the work and bufi- 
nefs of minifters; and therefore the fpecial way, in which ° 
they are to advanee the divine glory. God has defigns 


. -of grace and merey towards finners, in the aceomplith- 


meat of which be»propofes the moft illuftrious difplay of 
-hisown glory. 
And minifters are in a Special manner to glorify him, 


by being workers together with him, and carrying into 


execution the purpefes of his grace towards finners. 
Hereby. they do as it were bring a great revenue of glory 
to God by every foul, of whofe falvationthey are inftru- 
mental, in as much as every finner converted toGod is 
dilpofed actively to glorify him here, and throughout 
eternity, while angels t@o will join to celebrate the riches 
of divine grace dilplayed thefein. This may very juftly 
move minifters. to be tenderly concerned for the falvati- 
on of their people, to confider, thar hereby God may be 
greatly glorified in many fianers becoming his willing 
people, formed and dilpofed to thew forth his praife. 
. man 5. This, | 


\ 
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| 5. This fame earnett concern is abfolutely neceifary to 
faith fulnefs in the work of the miniftry. 
Nothing can have fuch ‘an effectual tendency and in- 
fluence to make perfons thorough and faithful in any 
bofinefs they undertake, as having their hearts engaged 
in it, and being earneftly concerned for the accomplifh- 
-ment of it. Now if minifters-have not a deep and“ten- 
der concern for the falvation of their people’s fouls, tis 
morally impoffible they fhould be thorough and faithful 
, in their endeavours to promote it. Other motives may 
induce them to do fomethiag towards it : but corrupt 
nature is fo reluctant to duty, that they will be exceeding 
apt to content themfelves with faint and fuperficial at- 
' tempts in this matter. Minifters therefore highly need 
to have a great and abiding concern for the eternal inte- 
-seft of their people, in addition to all other motives and 
* confiderations, to makethem thoroughly faithful, willing 
to fpend, and be fpent for the. promoting of it : With- 
out this they cannot obtain the great merey to be faithful, 
F will only add upon this head once mere. 
6. It will greatly contribute to their,own glory and 
happineis to be thus concerned for the falvation of their 
people. ec 
For as this will make them faithful in the work of the 
Lord, and-give the greateft probability of fuccefe, in 
‘their turning many unto righteouinels, fo it will prepare 
them for a greater crown of glory ; that they may thine 
‘tn the other world with a fuperior luftre, as the brighe- 
‘nefs of the firmament, and ftars of the firtt magnitude, 
“In confequence of their faithfulnefs they will be likely to, 
“have many fouls for their joy and crown of rejoicing ia, 
‘the day of Chrift. And it will farely be no fmall ade 
‘dition to all the other articles of heaven’s bleflednefs, for 
“minifters there to meet with a large and joyful train of 
‘their people, brought thither by means of their faithfuk 
whdeavours :—~to fee, and congratulate large numbers of 


_ thofe. 


thofe happy f : Parived fafe to that ftate of petfettion 
_and glory, for whom they-had once and again painfully | 
travailed-in birth, ’till Cbrift was formed in them. 

Or if they are thus duly concerned for the falvation of 
their people, and fuitably exprefs the fame by careful | 
vigilance and uawearied labours for that end ; altho’ they 
fhovld notrbe fuccefsful:according to their earneft defire, 


2 ~yet they themfelves will be glorious in the coming world, 
Sage - and their reward will-be great. But if they be carele(s 
Sa ~ sand idle thepherds, it.will be the reverfe with them, and | 
ee -  thatto an awful-degree. So that their own intereft moft 
= plainly and loudly calls upon them, to imitate the ex- 
a ample of this holy apoftle, in, being very deeply. con- 


cerned for the fal vation of their people. 
I think, my Fathers and Brethren, I have punétually 
_ kept my promife, of only fuggefting a few plain and fe- . 
. _tious thoughts for our quickening in the great duties of 
| the minifterial office. ..Permit me to proceed in the fame 
way, while [ briefly: remind you and myfelf, in what 
~ manner gofpel minifters fhould exprefs this concern and 
 folicitude. for the falvation of thofe committed to their 
a , viz.—By- fpendiag their whole time in the fervice 
~ . Of theirtouls, as far as they poffibly can, confiftent with 
a other obligations. 
_  & ‘Pruth obliges me to allow, that fuch aresthe circum- 
vanes tances of thofe employed in facred fervice, that they 
:  #auft be interrupted by many unavoidable avocations, 
‘ _> @ndtoo-much of their time taken up in the cares of the 
be world, Thisis no fmall unhappinefs ;. and therefore to 
~ he guarded againft, as much as-poffible.» And-if-any 
, hall abufe this conceffion, as a cloak for idlenefs:and in- 
ie 
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-dolence in a needlefs, mifpence of precious time, or unne- 

_ ceffary entanglements in fecular affairs, they fhould re-. 
~ wmember, that they do ic at their peril. Confcience, do 

thine office in this affair with every one of us ; and where- 

_ in-owe are guilty, make us feel the charge. Certainly 

= : ee : aniniftecs 


tminifters of the gofpel have -no time to indulge floth. 


laborioufly improved by them, either in private inftruc~ 
ion, of i preparing for the public fervice of the fanétu- 
ary. Their bufinefs is traly-difficult and weighty enough 
‘o require theic whole time. And the more time and- 
lpains they expend in. preparations therefor, the more 
horough, edifying and profitable they will likely be. It 
muft therefore be a very criminal neglect in any minifter 
to trifle away a great part of the week, without laying up 
lin: ftore for the fabbath, and then come to his people 
lunprepared, empty and barren, »inftead.-of coming to 
them in the fulnefs ofthe bleffings ofthe gofpel of Chritt.. 
Tt is not fufficient to do juft fo much, as may excufe 
them from public cenfure, and maintain the ftated courte: 
of public fervices ; but they fhould embrace every oppor- 
tunity, and try every fuitable method to make ferieus 
impreffions on the minds of their people. . 

ThisA take to be the meaning~of that divine com- 
mand, ** Be inftant in feafon and out of:feafon.”~ In- 
ftruction is @ principal part°ef a minifter’s bufinefss in 
which he muft. be faithful, plain and unwearied, dealing» 
out fuch inftruétions,as he judges will-be moft beneficial: 
to the fouls ef his people, the’ it may coft-him more 
labour and pains, than it would to dwell om thofe fubjects 
that are very familiar to him.—And all his iaftrudctions: 
Hhould be adapted to this grand purpofe, the falvation ef. 
his people’s fouls. Perfons may take confderable pains: 
jn the work of the miniftry, may be really diligent and 


not calculating their endeavours properly and direétly to. 


tance with themfelves, and tothe faving knowledge of 
efus Chrift. If we fhould be ever fo induftrious, ‘mainly 
ith a view to fet off ourfelves, make a figure, and gain 
laufe, we do not herein exprefs any real concern for 
Se f the 


Not only thefabbath'; but the whole week fhouldbe - 


‘active therein, and yet unhappily mifs it in. this article,” 


this grand end, the leading of-finpers into adue acquain-- | 
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the fouls of our people ; ‘but only an ambitious defire of 
recommending ourfelves. We may indeed in this way 
be indirectly inftrumental of faving fome fouls : but no 
thanks to us for it; as this was not the mainething we 
aimed. at in what we did. if therefore we would really 
exprefs a tender concern for the falvation of fouls, an 
hearty regard hereto fhould {wallow up all lewer views, 
and induce us to calculate the whole of our labour in 
fuch a manner as is beft adapted to reach the contcience, 

and favingly affect their hearts. | 

Let me add another plain obfervation, viz. That we : 

-muft exprefs our hearty concern for the falvation of fouls — 
by earneft, unceafing prayer to Ged for them. | 

Interceffion is one important exercife of the evangelical — 
priefthood, as well as of the Levitical. And it will be 

~impoffible to have a fincere and tender concern for the 

fouls of others, and yet net give vent to it by fervent 
fupplications to Ged for them. The continual prayer 
and interceffion of the apoftles for the falvation of thofe 
committed to their charge is worthy our notice and imi- 
tation. We find in feripture; that it was their fteady, 
coaftant practice, Rom.i. 9. ‘*Without ceafing,” fays the 
apoftle, ‘1 make mention of you always in my prayers.” 
The high prieft under the law always bore the names of 
the twelve tribes engraven on his breaftplate, whenever 
he appeared before God ia the moft holy: place, which, 
altho’ efpecially defigned to typify the interceflion of 
Chrift, our great high prieft in heaven, very naturally 
teaches minifters the duty of carrying the*fouls of their 

“speople to God by eonftant earneft prayer. But I need 
not enlarge on fo plain a point: 

I therefore haften to obferve, 

TI. That-the tender concern of a minifter for the fouls 
of his people fhould be a powerful motive to exeitethe 
alfo to labour after their own falvation. Pee 

* Tis with this view and defiga, that the bleffed apoftle 

: mentions 


Coen 


fate —4 a 
 faentions the great concern and defire, which he had for 
_ the fpiritual intereft of the Galatians. And it feems to 
_ be very naturally calgulaed ‘to move and win upon a 
} people. There are very few fe utterly deftitute of all 
_ ingenuity, as to be intirely unaffected with fenfible ex- 
| preflions of benevolence and concern for them. Such is 


_ addition to the crime and guilt of our careleffnels about 


_ to labour after it by the evident manifeftatiors of others 
cencera for us, A few confiderations may fet this in 
~ a juft and clear light. . 
_ 1. God excites this concern in minifters, defigning it 
fhould thus be’a motive with people to fecure their own 
falvation, = 
Every inftance and degree of this fincere concern ja 
 miniftersis the effeét of God's fpirit and grace in them : 


i 


_aind as it is naturally calculated to move and affect a peo- 
ple, fo God has defigned it as one motive among others, 
to engage their attention te the everlatting intereft of: 
their fouls. -And for this reafon it ought to have the in- 
fence of a powerful motive with them : and in being 
_ influenced hereby, they fall in wich the kind defigns of 
| God’s providence and grace towards them. ‘But other- 
wile they eppofe the operations of Gad, and ref? that 
which is both calculated and defigned for their good.. 
2. By reafon of this concern in faithful minifters a 
people have additional advantages for, and a more en- 
aging prefpect of their falvation ; and thou!d there- 
“be hereby quickened to exert themfelves the more 
roufly for the attainment ef it, 

e € j | 


} our own falvation, if we are not rooved and influenced. 
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1 have already obferved, that the natural tendency of 
fuch a pious concern in minifters has a favourable afpec 
en a people, as it will doubtlefs make them thorough and 
faithful in their minifterial labours: And this mutt be a 
very great help end advantage to a people, to have tho’e, 
who are earneftly defirous of their falvation, faithfully. 
labouring with them to promote ir. A people can hardly 
enjoy @ greater advantage and bieffing of a religious na- 
ture, than a faithful laborious minifter of Chrift, that is 
heartily folicitous for their fpiritual good’, who ‘ natu- 
rally cares for them 3”’ watches for their fouls and cakes 
all fuitable methods to fave them. This is a very pow- 
erful and advantagious means of falvation, appointed by 
God : and therefore brings a people under proportiona- 
bly ftrong obligations to attend to the bufinefs of religi- 
on. They hereby likewife have-a more animating prof- 
pect of obtaining falvation, than if they were defticute of 
this advantage. For as God accomplifhes the falvation 
of finners in and with the ufe of fuitable means, fo where 
he has gracious defigns towards them, he ordinarily ap- 
points fuitable means for the anfwéring of them, And 
in a general way, when God in his providence caufes ex- 
cellent and well-adapted means to be ufed for any pur- 
pofe, they are attended with fuccefs in fome meafure an- 
fwerable to them. Altho’ this be not univerfally the 
cafe, yer] fay. it is generally fo. And therefore when 
God excites others to ufe the moft proper and powerful 
means of falvation with us, we have the greater encou- 
ragement to ftrive from an additional profpect of fuccefs. 
When God is powerfully working, and as it were ftriv- 
ing to fave us, this fhould animate us to put forth our 
utmott efforts in concurrence with him. 

3. Hereby they will gratefully requitc the benevolence 
of their minifters. : 

Gratitude is jufly efteemed a very important and ami- 
able virtue in rational creatures ; and the want of it fixes 

aie a 
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a very odious and deteftable charaéter. Now when mi- 
_ nifters are deeply concerned for, and painfully laborious 
in promoting the fpititual welfare of thete people, the 

‘Deft requital they can poflibly make them is, ‘‘ to work 
Out their own falvation with fear and trembling ;—and 
give all diligence to make their ¢alling and election ture.” 
_ Hereby they will io the ‘meft acceptable and effectual 
“manner recompenfe them for all the travail of their fouls, 
7 


and labour of love beftowed upon them : For what is 
our hope or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? are net even ye 
in the prefence of eur Lord Jefus Chrift at his coming ? 
Ext Thet ii. 19. For now we dive, if ye ftand faft in the 
Lord. 1 Thef. iii. 8. Ihave no greater joy, fays the 
apoftle, than to hear, that my children walk in the truth. 
- 3-John 4. And therefore a people ought to feel, and be 
influenced by this motive from a principle of gratitude 
~ to thofe, who thus exprefs the greateft and nobleft bene- 
__-volence towardsthem. A kind parent never thinks him- 
 felf fo agreeably requited, and fo amply rewarded by his 
children, as when they attentively receive his inftruétions, 
and purfue fuch good courfes, as tend moft effectually 
to promote their own true intereft. And 1am certain it 
is juft the fame with gofpel minifters, who have a deep 
aad preffing concern for the fouls of thofe committed to 
their charge. A carelefs neglect of their own falvation, _ 
and an ob{inate continuance in fin is a-moft ungrateful 
_ _requital of their kindnefs, and is felt by them as fuch, to 
_ their great grief and forrow of heart. 
4, Unlefs people will be hereby influenced to labour 
‘after their own falvation, all this concern in minifters 
will be worfe than in vain to them. 
It does, as I have obferved, put an additional advan- 
age into their hands for obtaining eternal life, and fhould 
felt by them as a powerful motive exciting to a vi- 
ous profecution of it. But it can have no effec fot 
purpofe, unlefs they themfelves will be influenced by 
. 1 
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it to a ferious care and folicicude about their.own falva- 
tion, The deepeft concern of others for them will noe 
fave their fouls, it they themfelves will remain carelefs 
and negligent, and not exert themfelves in preffing into 
the kingdom of heaven. And fo their minifters travail- 
jog in birth for them will be labour in vain, as to them, 
if it be not inftrumental of, or iffue in their. being born 
again. Yea, it will be worfe than loft upon them, as 
“<their future punifhment will be not a fittle increafed 
hereby. Muft we not think it will be a very aggrava- 
ting circumftance of damnation, for finners in the .regi- 
: ‘ons of mifery to reflect, and cenfider, how parents and 
e “minifters travailed in birth for them :—how.earneltly de- 
firéus they were of their falvation, and painfully ftrove - 
for it, and with agonizing hearts kindly exerted their ut-*: 
“moft endeavours to promote it, while they themfelves 
‘ “would not be prevailed upon to exervife any ferious, af- 
‘feGual care about it? This muft certainly be a very 
cutting refleCtion in hell. ‘I will only.add, 3 
--g. That as a people are more nearly interefted in the 
affair, ‘the great eoncern of minifters fer-their fouls fhould 
“eertainly excite in them ‘a much greater concern for the 
~~ Minifters are not indeed altogether uninterefted there-. 
“Gn: bar ftill “tis evident, that.every one mult be vaftly 
*more interefted in bis own falvation, than others can pol- 
“fibly "be. “And therefore, if others fee fufficient reafon to 
be greatly concerned about ovr fpiritual. and. immortal 
intereft, this plainly fhows, that we have greater reafen 
‘to be fo, becaufe the interéft is all our own; our welfare 
is the objet of this concern, “Faithful minifters will fave. 
their own fouls, let ‘the event be what it will with rhofe 
: “that hear them. If hearers will remain carelefs, and ne- 
‘ple& the great falvation, while the utmoft labeur is‘ be- 
{towed upon then in vain, they chemfelves muft bear the: 
‘eonfequences of it: ‘* If thou-be wife, thou fhalt bs 4 2 
j : Or 


Us2ix: 


Jor thyfelf, or to thine own advantage ; but if thou 
Seorneft, thou alone hall bear it.” Prov, ix, 12. The 
Jvation of our fouls is our all, in which we muft be 


an we then be carelefs and unconcerned abeut it ? and 
at while others, who, comparatively fpeaking, have na 
intere(t at ftake, are painfully folicitous abour us, as.if 


folly and ftupidity in a very glaring light. The cencern 
“ef others for our falvation fhould evidently excite a ten- 
- fold engagednefs in us for the fecuring of it.. Their ten- 
“dernefs tewards us fhows the.amazing abfurdity of our 
cruel careleffaefs. with regard to ourfelves. 
Let usmake fome due application of what has been faid.. 


cite AP ROL LCA Aegd 30.N 
-F We may hence infer the ar and impor- 


tance ef minifters being truly religious themfelves. 
I do not pofttively affert, that an~unconverted man 
gannot bea lawful minifter of Chrift : or deny, but that 
he may from fome motives or other do great fervice in 
“the church of God,.and be inftrumental of faving many 
fouls,: But ftill L chink, that.there is ordinarily-very lit- 
tle profpeét of it, Omiting all other confiderations, *tis 
very evident that a deep and hearty cencera for-the falva- 
tion of fouls is almoft abfolutely neceffary in order to 
‘render a minifter. thoroughly faithful in his work, But 
if he continues déftitute of the fpecial grace of Ged, he 
will net have any confiderable abiding concern on his 
‘mind for the falvation of his peeple.. .He will be shabi- 
~ tually carelefs and unconcerned.about his ewn.foul : and 
how can it be then expected, that he fhould care much, 
about the fouls of others? If they never tnavail in-birth 


at 


in them, certainly the falvation of ethers will net lie near- 
heir hearts, or. greatly engage their attention: : other 
things will be mush more the objects. of their concers.. 
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eceflarily interefted, and that even .to an infinite degree, - 


they were travailing in birth for us. This mutt fet our 


rf for their own fouls, nor take care that Chrift be-formeck — 
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And how unfit are fuch perfons to be appointed to watch | 
for fouls, who care little, or nothing, what becomes of © 
them. A man would be juft as fuitable to be placed 7 
-. upon guard, who cares nothing, if himfelf, and the whole 4 
army to which he belongs, falls into the enemy’s hands. 7 
Certainly the weighty charge of immortal fouls, and the 7 
neceflity ofa tender, abiding concern for their falvation 
demonftrates the vaft importance of minifters being un- 
der the powerful influence of divine grace. But this 
naturally leads me to apply the fubjeé. ¥ 
Tl. Ina few addreffes to the auditory, as is ufual and 
proper.on fuch occafions as this. 
And certainly the fubjeé&t deferves to be very ferioufly 
attended: to by the young Gentleman, who is now to be 
fet apart, to the faered fervice of the gofpel miniftry in 
this place, “~ 
Dear Sir, I can truly fay, it is not thro’ any fpecial 
reafon I have to fear, that you will be carelefs about the 
fouls committed to your charge, that I was led to dwell 
upon the prefent fubje@ of difcourfe. I have hereia 
principally aimed at preaching to myfelf. ~ 
- From a long, intimate and agreeable acquaintance 
with you, I can’t but ftrongly hope and truft, chat you 
will be, net only an able, but alfo a faithful minifter of 
the new teftament, painfully travailing in birth for the 
fouls of your hearers. It is with fingular pleafure and 
fatisfaction that I can thus {peak to you on this public, 
folemn occafion, as { am not unacquainted with the gifts 
and qualifications with which Heaven has furuifhed you 
for the important work and fervice to which you are now 
-ealled. I have been under advantages to obferve your 
knowledge in Divinity, and your profefied foundnefs in 
the faith, as well as your prudence of conduct in the im- 
portant and difficult ftation, in which you have been at 
College for four years paft, in a very near connection with 
me. And this acquaintance I have had with you, juftly 
re wea - raifes. 


s 
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ft. But whatever may be your furniture and quali- 
ations for the work of the gofpel miniftry, I doubt not 
t that you are deeply fenfible of your abfolute. need of 
livine influences, in order to a right and faithful dif- 
Charge of the weighty truft now tobe committed to you. 
You are not, of yourfelf, fufficient for it :—and indeed 
who is ? In humble diffidence therefore of yourfelf, your 
own ftrength and fufficiency, ‘‘ be ftrong in the grace 
which is in Czrift Jefus,” and let his promife and all-{uf- 
ficiency be your ftrength and confidence. Keep your 
Own vineyard :—attend daily with the. moft folemn foli- 
 citude to the important intereft of your own foul ; and 
then vou will not fail to care for the fouls of your dear 
charge ; but will travail in birth for-them again and a- 
gain, till Chrift be formed in them. This is really, Sir. 
"one of the moft folemn days you have ever feen, and the 
' tranfaétion now before you one of the moft weighty in 
which yeu was ever concerned. The work you are now 
engaging in is truly arduous, and the moft important in 
_ the confequences of it, that was ever undertaken by. mor- 
tal man: Yea, the very angels themfelves deeply feel 
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pe of it, I make no deubt,: hath 


of it. And now the important hour arrived muft bring 


‘you to this werk, and who hath faid, ‘‘ My grace is fuf- 
ficient for thee.” And live and aét, in the difcharge of 
‘your work, in an humble dependance on the all-fuffici- 
ency of his grace, thro’ whom ftrengthening you can do 
all things. Difficulties, trials and difcouragemests you 


Ag 


muft expeé to meet with : But, as a good foldier of Jefus 


high my hopes of your ufefulnefs in the church of | 
ft 


the weight of it, while they ferve as miniftring fpirits to» 
them that fhall’be heirs of falvation. The diftant prof-. 
ften caufed you to. ~ 
tremble, and made you bow the knee in humble, ardent. 
fupplication to God for grace fufficient to the difcharge 


with it an addicional weight of concera on your mind, — 
‘Under the preffure of this look to him, who hath called 


Chrift, 


at 
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Chrift; lee none of thefe things move yeu; neither cotint 
your life dear to yourfelf, fo that you might finifh your 


courfe with joy, and the miniftry, which you are new to 


receive of the Lord: Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the 
grace of God. ° Pein 
Altho’ you may ftand in very little need of any direc- 


“ 


tions, or inftruétions, f ean give you, relative to the fa- 


~ cred work you are entering upon, yet I will juft hint a 


caution to you, whichis this, not to lay an undue ftrefs _ 


upon metaphyfical niceties, nor entertain your hearers 


with fine-fpun fpeculations of this kind : but deal-out to _ 


them the great, plain; important truths of the gofpel which’ 
are’the bread of life, the food offouls. Nor yet on the 


other hand would I have you be fo much afraid of the 
tremendous whirlpool of Metaphyfics, as to beat the ait 
with mere uncertain founds, without explanation or defi- 
nition, or leading your hearers into an accurate acquain- 
tance with the precife meaning and ideas they are defign- 
ed to convey : Medio tutiffimus ibis, 9 

I muft not enlarge by fugeefting the aumerous mo- 
tives, which might be mentioned, to excite you to faith- 
fulnefs in the je eis now fo be eommitted to you. 
Only view there the large number of immortal fouls you 
are taking the charge ef; view the Judgment Day ; re- 
alize Eternity, and the motives will croud thick into your 


wp. am aecéunt of your ftewardfhip, and be in a fenfe an- 


. fwerable for every foul eommitted to your eharge.They 


have exprefled no fmall efteem and regard for you: [ 
truft yow will not fail te exprefs an equal regard and con- 
cern for them in your minifterial labours among them. 
May many, may all of them, be the crown of your re- 
joycing in the great day of account: at which folemn 
time may you fully enjoy the happinefs of your own fal- 
vation, heightened with the noble pleafure and fatisfaétio- 


of having been inftremental of faving all the fouls that’ 


hear yeu, And 


. mind, while you eenfider, that you muft very foon give’ 
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inds afrefh witha deep fenfe of the 
ns we are under to travail in birth 
committed to our charge, and to exprefs 
ir them by a correfpondent condué. Jam 
Oppertunity, as it admonifhes me of my duty, 
me of my great and criminal defeéts therein. 
er well; that on the day of my own Ordination, 
}not a little affected with the felemnity of the charge 
‘then taking upon me: and-I did tefolve, that I 
would be faithful to the trutt committed to me, thro’ the 
_affiftance of divine grace.--- But alas, alas ! I muft confefs 
: meee Shean fhame, that I have been greatly deficient : 
--- Yes, reely confefs it in this publie manner, before 
Ged and man. I have not laboured for the falvation of 
fouls with that painful felicitude; and deep cencern, which 
the high importance of the cafe hath required. And 
am fully fenfible, that the want of a due concern for fouls 
hath been the great fource and caafe of all that criminal 
negligence and unfaithfulnefs, with which I know, and 
feel myfelf now to ftand chargeable in the fight of God ; 
and fer which I defire to be deeply humbled. O! how 
weighty and folemn is the truf committed to us; and. 
how infinitely important the. confequences of faithfulnefs, 
‘or unfaithfulnefs therein, both with refpect to ourfelves 
nd others !_ With what eagernefs fhould we endeayour 
o refcue fouls out of the jaws of eternal perdition, and 
them the pit of remedilefs mifery ? Would not! 
parent be juftly deemed an inhuman monfter, who, 
g one of his children falling into the fire, fhould care- 
fit ftill, or be delatory in his endeavours to fave hina 
e devouring flames ? And are there not a greac 
r of the precious fouls, committed to our Care, 
minent danger of fall 
Who muft be Swakencdy renewed; and have 
eo D Chrift 


hren in the miniftry, let nee juft 
the folemn tranfaétion. before us- 


ing feen into everlafting ~ 
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Chrift formed in them, or elfe they, will in a few days be 
hopelefly inguiphed, and fwallowed up in the fames of 
hell. And ean we be carelels, and umconcerned at heart 
about fuch a direful event ? Does not the fhecking tho’t 
bring on travailing pains upon our fouls, and force us to 
cry aloud ta them, and to God for them, that they may 
be faved ? Can we be flack and remifs in Gur endeavours 
to fave them, when we plainly fee them juft ready to 
plunge into endlefs ruin? If fo, we mult not enly be no- 
torioufly unfaithful to Him, who hath made us bifhops : 
but. have hearts fteeled with cruelty towards the fouls of 
our dear brethren.---But I hepe better things of you, als 
tho’ I thus fpeak. The Lord grant us all mercy to be 
faithful to the death, that we may receive a crown of life. 
I have a few words to fay to the church and congrega- 
tion in this place. 
_Deartry Berovep, You have abundant reafon to be , 
« deeply humbled, and make great fearchings of heart, un- _ 
der the fingular frewns, and repeated difappointments 
you have been long exereifed with, refpe@ting your reli- _ 
gious affairs. Your neighbours and brethren around | 
have tenderly fympathized with you under thefe fore and | 
threatning trials ; have longed, and waited to fee an hap- 
py iffue of them, at the fame time trembling for the in- 
tereft of religion among you. And therefore we can’t — 
but behold this day as very joyful in that refpeé, giving 
us folid hope, that God has new at length gracioufly ap- 
peared for you, by caufing great harmony and unanimity 
among you in choofing ene fer your paftor, whe, we 
hope, will naturally care for you, even travail in birth 
for.you, and labour earneftly for your falvation. — In this 
view and opinion of him, we recommend him to you ; _ 
é and ingreat you to receive him in the Lord. Encourage, 
; - ftrengthen, fupport and pray for him, that the great de-_ 
_ Bgn of the gotpel miniftry may be abundantly an{wered, 
The fubje& I have been difcourfing on, hath held up to 


_ 


his © 
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ore eget 


of his being deeply concerned 
rt fouls, and arduoufly labouring 
\t the fame time I have not o- 
nuft alfo exercife the greateft 
nd ftrive with agonizing 
§ of heaven. You will 
to expect unfailing perfection 
earth ; or that he will be able 
ithout any care or pains of your own 
“yet tBis is what fome feem moft ftu- 
t ; and are ready to complain, and faule 
jinifter, Why is not he more concerned about us ? 
don’t he take more pains with us ? To the moft 
‘fach complaints it might be juftly anfwered, Your mi- 
} nifter does take as much pains with you, as you really 
defire he fhould ; and if he were to ufe mere with you 
"in a proper way, you would only be the more uneafy and 
difgufted at him for it. And Jet fuch perfons ferioufly 
put the queftion to themfelves, Why don’t I take more 
care of my own foul Am I not more carelefs and re~ _ 
} mils in this affair, than my minifter appears to be ? How 
} then can I pretend to fault him, without condemning 
‘ myfelf at the fame time ? But I have almoft forgot, that. 
I prepofed only a thort addrefs to you : nor is there need_ 
| of being lengthy, as you know the duty you owe toa — 
- minifter fet over you in the Lord, to wateh for your 
fouls ; and have-been ever noted, asa people highly — 
prizing the privileges of the gofpel miniftry, and chear- 
fully ready to fupport it, In continuing thus to do, you 
_ will moft effeétually confulr the important intereft of your 
own fouls, and of your dear children for ages to come. 
' Dear Brethren, we with and pray, that the God ot love, 
"of peace and of all grace may be with you, and with your 
minifter ; eftablith, fettle and build you up in holinefs 
and comfort, thro’ faith unto falvation : and that your 
»pattor may ftand ac the laft day, with all the fouls of his 
= . charge, 
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charge, a great and joyful company, at the right hand of 
your Judge, and there enjoy mutual congratulations to- 


“gether in the joys of your Lord forever and ever. 


But I muft clofe with a few words to this large affem- 
bly in general. 

‘T have obferved to you, that God hath manifefted the 
moft compaffionate tendernefs and eoncern for your fouls, 
fpeaking after the manner of men. The Lord Jefus 
Chrift hath done the fame ;—hath wept over therh, bled 
and died for them ; and the Fboly Spirit is ftriving for 
their fandtification an@ falvation. And if you have the 
happinefs to fic under faithful minifters, 2s 1 doubt not 
the moft of you do, they are often travailing in birth for - 
you with deep fulicitude of heart, Let thefe confidera- _ 
tions imprefs your minds with fome juft fenfe of the worth 
of your fouls, and the infinite importance of their falva- 
tion ; and be perfuaded not to throw them away into 


~endlefs ruin by a moft criminal.and.cruel negleét of them, 


while heaven and earth, and all worlds, but that of hell, 
are trying to favethem. And if you would not have all 
this folicitude, and all thefe endeavours prove ineficcual, 
you muft join in by your own hearty concern, and fpeedy, 
vigorousefforts, ftriving to-enter in at the ftraight gate, 
and_working out your falvation with fear and trembling. 
Immediately return to God thro*Chrift, and give up your- 
felves fo him, with cordial. fubje¢tion of foul to him, who. 
is King of kings and Lord of lords. Be fpeedy, | fay. in 
preffing into the kingdom, of heaven : for the time is 
fhort : the few remaining precious moments of life will 
prefently {lip away, and be gone, before you are aware 
of it: the means of grace witl foon be no more: the. 
feene is drawing to a clofe, and you are juft fteping into. 
Eternity. The Lord have merey on you all for Chrift’s, 
fake. -AMEN, : . 
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‘Charge given to the Reverend Ebe- 


tS PR ‘ é % ; 
er Baldwin at his Ordination over 


the firft church and congregation in 
Danbury, September 19th, 1770, by 
_ the Rev'd Elijah Sill, Paftor of the 
© — church of Ghrift in’ Mew-Fairfeld, 
© North Society. » | a 


SS Dear BrorTuHeER, z 

: ie has pleafed the Lord Jefus Chrift, the great Head 
~ ft of the Church, to call you to the high Office, and 
~ honorable employment of the gofpel miniftry, and us his 
“unworthy fervants to attend yout folemn feperation 
thereunto. We dotherefore in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Hely Ghoft fet you apart to that facred 
office, and fervice, committing to your paftoral care the 


js now devolved upon you, the weightieft charge that: 
can be undertaken in life, we hope.and truft, that your 
mind is under fome due impreffion of the folemn betrutt- 
ment; and that you now take the overfight of this 
church and congregation, not by conftraint, but willing- 
ly : not for filthy lucre ; but of a ready mind. . : 


thes numerous affentbly, that you wait on your minifter- 


the word: be inftant in feafon, and out of feafon : re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long-fuffering and doc- 
trine. Hold faft the form of found words, and teach, 
not for do€trines the commandments of men. Be not 
as many, that corrupt the word of God: but teach the. 
glorious truths of the gofpel in their native fimplicity andy 
AE: ees < | @ivine 
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flock of Chrift in this place. And as the charge of fouls: 


ing, watch in all things, make full proof of it. Preach, — 


And we do now charge you before God, and the Lord ss 
Jefus Chrift and the eleét angels ; and in the prefence of 


C3) af 
. divine purity: Preach a crucified Saviour: ftudy not fo 
much to pleafe the ear, and gratify the fancy with learn- 
ed harangues, and rhetorical flourifhes on mere morality, 
as to imprefs the heart, reform the life and fave the fouls 
of your hearers, Feed them with the bread of life, ufing 
great plainnefs of fpeech. Shun not to declare the whole 
counfel of God. Meditate much on thefe things ; give 
thyfelf wholly tothem, that thy profiting may appear 
Unto all. Infift much, in your preaching; on the great 
effential truths of the gofpel ;*fuch as the fall of man, 
with all its inconceivably awful confequences, and his 
recovery thro’ the unfearchable riches of free grace in 
- @hrift ;---the nature and neceffity of the new birth, with 
its blefled and happy effects :---that great, fundamental — 
and precious dottrine of Juftifieation by the imputed 
_righteoufnefs of Chrift, thro’ faith alone. — And as to that 
important doétrine-of a thorough conviction of fin, er. 
the work of the law on the confcience, as antecedent, and 
"preparatory to a faving faith and converfion, be careful 
to give it due place and weight in your preaching. Let 
all thefe things be fuitably treated of, clearly illuftrated, 
faithfully urged, and clofely applied. Endeavour to 
alarm the fecure, inftruét the ignorant, convince the gain- 
fayers, eftablifh the wavering, guide the doubting, re- 
claim the wandering, undeceive the hypocrite, and edify 
the faint, giving to every one his portion in due feafon. 
Lord it not over God’s heritage : but be thou an ex- 
ample tothe flock. We alfo give thee in charge, to 
adminifter the facraments of the new teftament, viz. Bae- 
tifm and the Lord’s fupper, to all that fhall appear to be 
properly qualified fubjeéts for the fame ; and to apply 
the awful cenfures of Chrift to the fcandalous, and obfti- 
nate, doing nothing therein by partiality. Feed both the 
fheep and the lambs of Chrift’s flock. You are likewife 
to vifit the people of your charge, endeavouring to know 
their flate, efpecially the fick, praying with them. os 
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; a ae Hand of Fellowthip’ oiveh be 
. _ Jofeph me pee oF the ‘a 


An $i it eth been a laudable aid well sito ‘sa of 

~. £\. the churches of Chrift in this Jand, to. manifett theit 
-. ghutual love, fellowthip. ahd.eommunion on‘fach joyful 

_  tostafions as this is, by giving the'right Hand of Fellow= . 
- fip : $01; being appointed to thid fervice, by the Rev'd 

Elders andMeffengers. here prefent,do in their name, and 
heir defire, Réverend and: Dear Sir,-give you this right 

daad, in Teftimony that we look upon you as a’ Mini- 
britt, re ularly. “called and introduced inte the 

“\ Werreceive you asa ha 3 

c¢ and hope of the: Gofpel. - a 

‘gifts and. accomplifiments, wish a 

ah you. We fhillbeready onvall 

you all proper affiftasice and entou=. 

‘the fame kind office> ftom you ; 

:¢; friendly correfpondence may be 

und midiafained among us, whovare brechren by. 

oe to'the mutual benefit and edifica~ 

“We bid you god fpeed:,. Qur prayer 

«may have tauch of ' the ‘divine pre- 

ur labours may be crowned with a-. 

das we are engaged*in’ the fame 

ood God through riches, of grace in 


t biightnels of the 
$5 ever, SAME 


